
 

 

 

   

Southern California Master Chorale 
2010 American Celebration of Music in France 

Followed by visits to Belgium and the Netherlands 
 

June 25 ð July 9 (13 nights / 15 days) 
 

25 June (Fri) 
Depart from Los Angeles via scheduled air service, including full meal, beverage 
service and in-flight entertainment.  The destination is Paris, France. 
 
26 June (Sat) Paris, France 
Arrive in Paris.  Meet your MCI Tour Manager, who will assist the group to 
awaiting chartered motorcoach for a transfer to the hotel via panoramic tour of 
Parisõs highlights en route including seeing Arc de Triomphe, Eiffel Tower, Place de 
la Concord, Champs Elysees, Latin Quarter, etc.  Evening Welcome Dinner and 
overnight. 
 
With all its moods, Paris is a city that can exhilarate you, exasperate you and leave you speechless 
with wonder.  Millions of tourists each year come to Paris, motivated by the desire to see the most 
beautiful city in the world.  But Paris is more than a city.  It is a place that breathes history and 
legend, a combination of the modern and the ancient. 
 
27 June (Sun) Paris 
Enjoy a half-day tour of Paris artistique, including entrance to the Louvre, the largest 
and greatest art museum in the world.  Afternoon at leisure for additional 
sightseeing, shopping or other planned activities. 
 
28 June (Mon) Paris 
Morning at leisure for additional sightseeing, shopping, or other planned activities.  
Late morning recital as part of the American Celebration of Music in France.  
The balance of the day is at leisure. 
 
29 June (Tue) Paris 
Half-day guided tour of Paris historique, including Notre-Dame Cathedral, 
Luxembourg Palace and Gardens, Place de la Bastille, Invalides Hospital (with 
entrance to the Royal Chapel to see Napoleon's Tomb) and other highlights.  
Afternoon concert as part of the American Celebration of Music in France. 
 
30 June (Wed) Paris / Chartres / Tours 
Transfer to Tours via Chartres to visit the magnificent cathedral, Pilgrims have now 
been coming for almost eight centuries to fill the vast transept and the great chancel 
with its double ambulatory and to admire the 175 representations of the Virgin 
Mary.  The Royal Portal and stained glass are incomparable.  The 25,000 square feet 
of stained glass depicting 5,000 figures is considered the greatest achievement of 
this art form in the world.  A guided tour by Malcolm Miller, a British scholar who 
has devoted his life to the study of this cathedral is a highlight.  Recital in the 
Cathedral.  Continue to Tours for dinner and overnight. 
 



 

 

 

   

 
 
Tours was an important center of trade and administration under the Romans, but is presently 
most famous for its location in the heart of the Chateaux Country of France ñ also known as the 
"garden of France."  Kings and courtiers and magnates built famous Renaissance chateaux such as 
Blois, Chambord, Chenonceaux, Azay-le-Rideau and others in this gentle valley. 
 

01 July (Thur) Tours 
Enjoy a guided tour of the Loire Valley, including entrance to Chateaux 
Chenonceau. Chenonceau is perhaps the finest of all of the castles in the region.  It 
straddles a river and was constructed in the 1520s and was the home of Diane de 
Poitiers, Catherine de Medici and other luminaries.  Afternoon wine tasting of the 
regionõs most famous wines at La Maison Du Vouvray. 
 

02 July (Fri) Tours / Mont St. Michel / Caen 
Transfer to Caen via Mont St. Michel.  Mont-St-Michel has been called the Wonder 
of the Western World - its extraordinary site, its rich and influential history and its 
glorious architecture combine to make it the most splendid of all the abbeys of 
France.  Half-day sight-seeing includes the Abbey (entrance included), La Merveille 
(the incredible grouping of buildings on the north side of the Mount), the Abbey 
Gardens and the Refectory.  Continue to Caen for dinner and overnight. 
 

Caen is the capitol of Lower Normandy.  Known as The City of the Normans, the architectural 
heritage reveals the affection for the city felt by William the Conqueror and his Queen, Mathilda.  
Caen was the center of some of the fiercest fighting in the Liberation of 1944.  The peace memorial 
is unquestionably the greatest museum of World War II, and a "must-see" for anyone who visits 
the city. 
 

03 July (Sat) Caen 
Morning tour of the American Cemetery at Omaha Beach, site of the June 6th 
Normandy Invasion.  Perform a memorial concert and participate in a wreath 
laying ceremony.  Return to Caen in the early afternoon to visit the Peace 
Memorial.  The Mémorial, to the northwest of the town center, is a modern Peace 
Museum, built of light-colored sandstone in the form of a square block (architect 
Jacques Millet). Its themes are the two world wars and the means of ensuring and 
preserving peace.  Evening concert as part of the American Celebration of 
Music in France 
 

04 July (Sun) Caen / Brugges, Belgium 
Transfer to Brugges. Half-day sightseeing includes entrance to Memlingmuseum, 
located in the old St. Johnõs Hospital.  The most outstanding of Hans Memlingõs 
works can be found adorning the walls of the chapel, including the St. Ursula 
Shrine. The serenity of his works echoes the tranquility to be found throughout the 
city.  Evening dinner and overnight.  
 

Brugges is one of the most beautiful medieval cities in Europe.  The houses are built of brick, worn 
smooth by the passing years.  There are also majestic buildings and churches - all of these huddle 
the banks of canals.  It is a center of Flemish painting, art, and architecture.  Less known than 
Brussels, the capital city, Brugges is a rival to Venice and Amsterdam in beauty, atmosphere, and 
great art treasures. 
 



 

 

 

   

05 July (Mon)  Brugges 
Excursion to Brussels.  Half-day guided tour of the highlights of Brussels, including  
the Grand Place, Manneken Pis, Atomium, Eglise Notre Dame, etc.  Enjoy the 
evening in the illuminated Grand Place.  Return to Brugges for overnight. 
 
06 July (Tue) Brugges / Amsterdam, Netherlands 
Transfer to Amsterdam through Den Haag, the nationõs governmental center.  
Continue on to Delft, stopping to visit one of its famous porcelain factories. 
Finally, arrive in Amsterdam for dinner and overnight. 
 
Although Amsterdam is the capital of the Netherlands, it is not the seat of government.  The town 
is built on the banks of the Ij and the Amstel. It is a port city of great character and charm, with 
its network of canals resembling a spiderõs web, its tall narrow brick houses with richly ornamented 
gables, its port, and its busy streets, numerous cultural events and museums. 
 
07 July (Wed)  Amsterdam 
Enjoy a half-day tour of Amsterdam, Holland's 700-year old capital.  The tour 
includes the Rijks museum, renowned for its Dutch Masters, particularly 
Rembrandt's "Night Watch"; the old square, Royal Palace, the Oude Kerk, the 
Stock Exchange, and the beautiful old houses in the Herengracht district.  Evening 
concert in Amsterdam.  Dinner and overnight. 
 
08 July (Thur)  Depart for home 
Day at leisure in Amsterdam for additional sightseeing, shopping, museum visits or 
other planned activities (motorcoach and Tour Manager are at the groupõs disposal).   
 
09 July (Fri)   Depart for home 
Transfer to Amsterdamõs International Airport for return flight to USA.  Arrive 
home in the evening of the same day. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Grote Markt ~ Brugges 
 


